
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Yet again the first half of the sailing season has flown by and we find ourselves coming out 
of the Christmas and New Year holiday period with the end of the season almost peeping 
over the horizon. There is still plenty of sailing action scheduled over the coming months 
however, so don’t despair, just make sure you get out on the water and make the most of it 
while you can.  

It was quite a rough and disruptive start to the season this year with a break in at the club 
and the loss of an outboard motor & equipment off the small RIB. This disrupted our Junior 
Sailing classes for the first month or so, and then to add insult to injury, the motor on the 
large RIB ‘expired’ and was deemed not repairable. This left the club in a difficult position 
with both RIB’s out of action at the start of the season, significantly limiting our on-water 
capacity and with the need to spend over $10,000 to get both boats operable again. The 
motor for the small RIB was only partly covered by insurance however we were also able to 
get this boat back in action relatively quickly after the start of the season. Fortunately, we 
were able to secure a very generous sponsorship donation from Beaches at Catherine Hill 
Bay who came to the rescue by covering the cost of purchasing a new motor for the large 
RIB which enabled us to get it back on the water in late December. On behalf of all 
members, a very big THANK YOU to Brian at Beaches Catherine Hill Bay …. it’s ‘Where You 
Really Want To Be’!   

In addition to a busy start to the junior Learn to Sail, Adventure Sailing, and Learn to Race 
programs, as well as regular Twilight and Sunday afternoon racing, the club has also 
successfully hosted a number of large dinghy regatta’s in the first half of the season. These 
included the Laser Coast Championships, a re-invented  Zhik regatta, as well as the Heron 
NSW State Championships. The 69th consecutive SLMASC Annual Regatta will be held on 
the weekend of 11-12 Feb, followed by the 2017 NSW Optimist State Championships on 25-
26 March (which the club also hosted last year) to round out the season. Volunteers are 
needed to assist on and off water with both of these upcoming events (especially the Opti 
States), so we would ask you to note these dates and volunteer to help out where possible.   

We had many club members compete in various National Championships and other major 
sailing events over the Christmas and New Year Period, with some excellent results having 
been achieved. These are printed later in this newsletter, but I would congratulate all who 
made the effort to participate and do their best, with some having travelled half way across 
the country to compete. For the winners and place getters, congratulations on your great 
performances, and to all who had a go and did their very best, well done and thank you for 
representing SLMASC with distinction …. we are very proud of all of you.  
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Friday twilight Yacht racing has continued to be a popular way to launch and extend the 
weekend for many members, although fleet sizes have been down in second division with a 
number of boats missing in action for various reasons. Sunday yacht racing during the first 
half of the season was also a major concern with a very low weekly turnout, although there 
has been an uplift in participation since Christmas which it is hoped will continue.  

Thank you to the many yacht crew members who have adhered to the 2016-17 sailing 
instructions by joining the club this season. If you race regularly (i.e. do more than 5 races 
in a season) you need to be a club member and it’s still not too late to join and show your 
support for your club and your skipper. By having all ‘regular’ crew members join and 
contribute financially in this small way, they directly help their skipper/boat owner by 
contributing towards the ever increasing cost of club/race operations, thereby reducing the 
need for race fees to increase at the boat owners’ expense. Boat owners already pay the 
bills for their boats (which the crew get to enjoy using free of charge!), so it’s only fair for 
the crew members to contribute too, just as in any other team sport. If you are a regular 
yacht crew member and are yet to become a financial member of the club for this season, 
please do your part by joining the club now.  

While the club is always open on a Friday evening for spectators to watch the twilight 
racing, during the second half of the season we are looking to make the most of this 
opportunity for members to meet socially and relax at the end of a busy week. Over recent 
weeks many of the club juniors have started to go for a fun sail, swim, or kick a footy on the 
foreshore while the twilight race is under way. For members who are a bit more competitive, 
there is also a new ping-pong table in the club (so start training for the ‘Sunshine Open’). Of 
course. the bar will continue to be open with the lowest prices around, and if members wish 
to use the club BBQ to cook dinner they can do so (BYO food at this stage). It’s a great way 
to end the week and if the numbers who attended at short notice last week are any guide, 
this may become a weekly highlight in the club’s calendar. So why not drop in and enjoy 
using your club facilities while socialising with other club members. We’re looking forward 
to your company at some stage before, during or after the next twilight yacht race.   

Enjoy the great summer sailing weather we are getting at the moment (minus the extreme 
heat perhaps?) and take every opportunity to get out on the water for a sail, be it a cruise, a 
race or anything in between. I look forward to seeing you around the club and out on the 
race course over the remainder of the season …… please stay safe, slip slop slap, and have 
lots of fun!  

 

Smooth Sailing  

Phil Evans  

President SLMASC  

 

 

 

 

 



NATIONALS RESULTS 

TEAM SLMASC has been very successful this year with 2 national champions across 3 
national championships and many fantastic results. 

   
 

Impulses 

                                                        Michael Brown 1st                                                                          
Gary Bellamy 10th (TASC) 

Steven Bull 17th (1st GGMasters Division)                                                  
Ross Bradley 29th 

Robert Stephens 42nd 
Alan Caldwell 48th 

Brain Goldsmith 49th 

Cherubs 

Peter & Scott Charlton 14th 

Opti Intermediate 

Joel Beashel 1st 
Logan Radford 7th 
Dylan Ryan 25th 
Asher Ryan 41st 

Opti Opens 

Bridget Conrad 14th Silver Fleet 
Trent Beashel 37th Silver Fleet 

Congratulations to all TEAM SLMASC sailors! See link below for more pics and the full 
story http://slmasc.org/  
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OPTI RACING REGATTA DATES – SLMASC 2017  
 

February 25 Opti Chicks Gosford Sailing Club 

 

February 26th Opti NSW TT Gosford Sailing Club  

 

March 12th Connells Point Opti NSW TT Connells Point (make -up regatta) 

 

March 25th and 26th Trinity Point Opti NSW State Champs SLMASC Sailing Club, Sunshine 

 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO TRY OUT WINDSURFING! 

The Gosford OptiChicks and Travellers Trophy Regatta will be held on February 25-26th at 
Gosford Sailing Club.  Max the Australian windsurfing coach will be at Gosford with 
beginner windsurfing equipment to let IR sailors have a go at windsurfing on Saturday and 
Sunday. If you are between the ages of 10-15 please email Lanee at Lanee@ymail.com and 
let her know if you would like to participate. All you need is a life jacket.  
 
 
 

69th SLMASC ANNUAL REGATTA 

This weekend (Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th February) is the club’s Annual Regatta.  
Volunteers are needed to help in the canteen & with the BBQ on Saturday afternoon. 
Brendan is cooking up his famous egg and bacon rolls on Sunday morning from 9.30am! 

The club is selling lunches on both days and volunteers are needed from 10.30am till about 
1pm Saturday & Sunday.  CAN YOU HELP AS ANY ASSISTANCE WOULD BE FANTASTIC!! 

Please let Diana know by emailing treasurer@slmasc.org 

mailto:Lanee@ymail.com
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BIG DAY OUT - Recently the Opti adventure racing and Opti racing group sailed over to 

Point Wolstoncroft for a swim, treasure chest hunt and fun sail back to the club. This was a 
great day on the water with plenty of swimming and sailing! 

                       

                                    

 

                                                          

A big THANK YOU to all those who helped out cleaning up and removing Razor Fish in front 
of the Clubhouse.  GREAT JOB!!!                                



“FROM THE EDITOR” 

Well, it’s been a mixed bag of weather conditions for Friday Twilight Racing, everything 
from zero knots at the start line to 26 knots plus rounding Pulbah Island.  Friday’s mark the 
end of every busy week & there’s no better way to finish the week off than racing around 
the cans on beautiful Lake Mac!  Below are just some pics (courtesy Gary Macleay & 
myself) taken over the season Twilight racing.  If you have any photos you would like 
published, please email me editor@slmasc.org  for inclusion in future newsletters. 
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SPONSORS 2017 
A BIG THANK YOU to the following sponsors who have sponsored the Club for the       
2016-17sailing season. We look forward to your ongoing support. 
 
Bay Fresh Fruit & Vegetables         Bay Hotel Motel      
Black Pepper Butchery          Canasta Card Ladies 
Centennial Coal   D J McLean Plumbing 
Gill Australia    Mirrabooka Motors   
Macquarie Moorings   Morisset Outboard Services           
R & M Insurance Brokers  Sunshine Bowlers       
Sunshine Progress Association Zhik 
4 J Constructions   Beaches Catherine Hill Bay 
 
If you know of any businesses that may be interested in discussing opportunities to support local 

junior sport or sponsor club activities and events, please contact a member of the club committee, 

email committee@slmasc.org, or contact Robyn Schmidt at robynschmidt@yahoo.com.au  

 

 
Club Email Addresses: 
enquiries@slmasc.org  Public email address for general club enquiries 

dinghies@slmasc.org   Used for all DINGHY racing correspondence 

yachting@slmasc.org   Used for all YACHT racing correspondence (new email for 

16-17 season) 

president@slmasc.org  Used for correspondence to/from the club committee 

treasurer@slmasc.org  Used for correspondence to/from treasurer 

webmaster@slmasc.org  Used to contact the webmaster re club website, Facebook & 

Twitter posts 

editor@slmasc.org    Used for all newsletter publicity 

NOTE: By submitting content to any club email address, the contributor is deemed to have 
declared that they have copyright over the submitted content and that they grant SLMASC 
unlimited rights to use this content in perpetuity without compensation. 
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Are you on the club email list? Have you changed your email address recently, and if so, 
have you updated our mailing list? 
 
If you haven’t joined our list and kept your details up to date, we can’t keep you informed of what’s 
going on around your club, so please take a minute to get connected now.  
 
If you have not been receiving club emails during the season then it is likely that you have not 
subscribed to the club mailing list via the club website ( www.slmasc.org ). It’s a very quick and 
easy thing to do, and it is entirely FREE.  
 
All you have to do is click on the ‘Subscribe to our newsletter’ link on the LEFT side of the website 
homepage, enter your primary email address along with your name and preferred email format, 
and then when you receive an email titled ‘Please Confirm Subscription’ from us, just click on the 
link in the email that says ‘Yes, subscribe me to this list’ …. and you’re done. 
 
If you also want to receive email updates whenever new news items or details are posted on the 
website, you can also subscribe to this separate FREE service using the ‘Follow News via Email’ 
box on the RIGHT side of the website homepage. This is a separate subscription to the email 
newsletter list above, so if you want to receive ALL updates then you need to subscribe to BOTH 
of these lists.  
 

If you have any questions or issues with your email subscription please contact 
webmaster@slmasc.org  

 

www.slmasc.org  
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